Major Discrepancies Within Islam: A Critical
Analytical Overview

Abstract

This paper explores theological, historical, and interpretative discrepancies within Islam, one of
the world's largest and most diverse religions. It critically examines sectarian divides, scriptural
ambiguities, historical inconsistencies, and modern tensions between tradition and reform,
aiming to provide a foundation for deeper interfaith and intrafaith understanding.

1. Introduction

Islam, founded in the 7th century CE, is based on the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad as
recorded in the Qur’an and Hadith. With over 1.9 billion followers globally, it spans cultures,
languages, and ideologies. Despite its emphasis on unity (Ummah), Islam contains significant
internal differences that have influenced theology, law, politics, and culture for centuries.

2. The Sunni-Shia Schism
2.1 Origin

e The primary divide occurred after Prophet Muhammad’s death (632 CE), centered on the
question of legitimate succession.

e Sunnis believed in the election of Abu Bakr, while Shias supported Ali, the Prophet’s
cousin and son-in-law.

2.2 Theological Differences

e Authority: Sunnis emphasize consensus (Ijma) and the Sahaba (companions); Shias
prioritize the Imams as divinely guided leaders.

e Doctrine of Imamate: Unique to Shia Islam, holding that Imams are sinless and
infallible.

o Hadith Collections: Each sect relies on different compilations, leading to divergent
views on jurisprudence and theology.

3. Qur’anic Interpretation Discrepancies



3.1 Ambiguity of Certain Verses
e The Qur’an contains Mutashabihat (ambiguous) verses open to multiple interpretations,
leading to theological conflicts.
o Example: Interpretations of verses related to divine attributes (e.g., hand of God) differ
drastically between literalists and metaphorical schools.
3.2 Abrogation (Naskh)

e Some scholars argue later verses abrogate earlier ones, causing disputes over which laws
apply today (e.g., warfare, inheritance).

4. Hadith Authenticity and Manipulation

4.1 Volume and Contradictions
o Over 600,000 Hadiths were recorded; only a fraction are deemed authentic by various
. ?:C:r?t?;zictions exist even within Sahih collections (e.g., Bukhari vs. Muslim), raising
concerns about consistency.
4.2 Fabrication and Political Use

o During the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, Hadiths were fabricated to legitimize political
power or suppress dissent.

5. Jurisprudential Discrepancies (Figh Schools)

5.1 Sunni Madhahib (Schools of Law)

« Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i, Hanbali: Differ in methodology, precedence, and legal rulings
(e.g., prayer, marriage, inheritance).

5.2 Shia Ja'fari School

o Follows different principles (e.g., use of reason ‘4gl/ over analogy Qiyas), resulting in
divergent rulings from Sunni schools.



6. Mysticism vs. Orthodoxy

6.1 Sufism

o Emphasizes personal experience of the divine, often through music, dance, and poetry.
o Criticized by Salafists/Wahhabists as heretical or bid ah (innovation).

6.2 Theological Tensions

« Debates over whether Sufi practices align with the monotheism (Tawhid) core to Islam.

7. Modern Discrepancies

7.1 Reform vs. Traditionalism
e Progressive Muslims advocate reinterpretation of the Qur’an in light of modern ethics
(e.g., women’s rights, democracy).

o Conservatives resist, asserting divine law is immutable.

7.2 Political Islam

o Radical Islamist movements differ fundamentally from mainstream Islamic
jurisprudence.

o Tensions between secularist and Islamist states (e.g., Turkey, Iran, Egypt) reflect deeper

ideological divisions.

8. Conclusion

While Islam presents a powerful framework for spiritual and moral life, it is far from monolithic.

Discrepancies across theology, law, interpretation, and practice reflect its dynamic and contested
evolution. Recognizing these differences is essential for intra-Muslim dialogue and for global
understanding of Islamic traditions.
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